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THE IDE CONFUSION 
Confused??? 

The new IDE drive has caused more confusion than any other subject 
regarding hard drives. We receive a lot of calls on the subject of IDE and the 
installation of these drives into systems. 

The purpose of this document is to clear up some of the confusion and 
misunderstandings. 


WHAT is IDE? 

It stands for Imbedded Drive Electronics. IDE is not the actual interface, 
but the hard drive itself. The interface is called ATA (At Attachment) and has 
it’s own set of standards laid down by a committee by the name of X3T9. 
Well if IDE isn’t the interface then where is it? 


Where’s the interface? 

The interface ‘‘card’’ (controller) is located on the drive itself. The card 
that plugs into the AT bus is just an adapter that attaches pins directly from the 
bus into the drive. There is no intelligence on this adapter card, it is all 
contained on the drive. Some newer AT mother boards even have an IDE drive 
hook-up on the mother board itself. 


An intelligent hard drive. 

The IDE hard drive becomes an intelligent, self contained device. It can 
handle itself quite well due to this fact. Unlike other hard drives, the controller 
and hard drive are always a perfectly matched pair. they both know exactly how 
to handle each other 


What are physical (actual) specifications? 

The physical specifications are the ACTUAL real values. If you opened 
up the hard drive and looked inside and saw 4 heads, you would be looking at 
the PHYSICAL (actual) number of heads. But as you know, opening the drive 
will ruin it! 


What are logical (translation) specifications? 

The logical (translation) specifications are the HEADS, CYLINDERS, 
and SECTORS that both the AT BIOS setup and DOS can agree on. These set 
of specifications are normally supplied by the drive manufacturer. 

Most ST BIOS’s have a limit of 16 heads, 1024 cylinders, and 17 sectors. 
And DOS can never use more than 1024 cylinders (unless you trick it with Disk 
Manager or some similar software). Well, most IDE hard drives have more 
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The President's Corner 


by Bob Kwater 


Summer is here, the temperature is heating up. So too are 
the events leading to Computerfest. The last two months prior 
to the show are the most hectic, with publication deadlines, 
speaker coordination, arrangement for equipment rental, and 
the search for volunteers. Volunteers are still needed to work 
the days of the show. This year’s fest is going to be the biggest 
and best, become part of the team, meet some great people, 
share the experience of putting together the largest computer 
show in the Midwest. Volunteers are allowed in FREE, a little 
time for a lot of fun. Contact Kay Atkinson, or any other 
member of the Computerfest committee for further details. 


This also the time of year we start to think of who will be 
granted the pleasure of representing DMA for the next year. 
The Board of Trustee’s is comprised of 7 voting members: 
President, vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Senior Member 
at Large, Junior Member at Large, and past-President. Their 
duties are to oversee the running of the club. A nomination 
committee will be formed and anyone wishing to use their 
talents to help improve this organization, are encouraged to 
‘‘put their hat in the ring.” Remember this is your club, if you 
find that it is lacking in any way, what it may me lacking is 
YOUR INVOLVEMENT. 


I thought that last month’s general meeting topic, Intel 
processor chips, was great since I’m contemplating upgrad- 
ing. I don’t if my decision is made, but I’m definitely better 
informed. Thank you Gary Turner for passing along the 
information. Thanks also too Diane Pencil, who shared info 
gathered at COMDEX. I wish to once again thank all those that 
have, since the club’s founding, given of their time, to help 
keep the flow of information in this computer age, going. Too 
thank each one personally would keep me typing for the next 
week, the list is lengthy. 


MARCH & APRIL 1991 DOOR PRIZES 


(given at April meeting) 

1: Book - PC Tools Deluxe 6 Instant Reference - Don 
Cahall 

2: PrintMaster Plus/PrintMaster Art I - Dave Schwab 

3: Naval Battle of Guadalcanal(Commodore software) - 
John Hanger 

4: 20 5.25" disks - Conrad Jessel 

5: Parchment paper & envelopes - Donna Schrader 

6: Subscription to Computer Shopper - Dave Lundy 

7: Subscription to PC Computing - Tony Snyder 
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THE DAYTON MICROCOMPUTER ASSOCIATION, INC., PRESENTS 


OMPUTERFEST 0] 


iy 


Sat., Aug. 24, 10 AM - 6 PM 
Sun., Aug. 25, 10 AM - 5 PM 


16th ANNUAL COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC CONVENTION 
Hara Conference and Exhibition Center, 1001 Shiloh Springs Rd., Dayton, Ohio 


Largest Computer Show in the Midwest 
Computerfest '91 Features........... 


Speakers and Seminars 
Product demonstrations 
User group and club displays 
Dealers from all around the country 
Hundreds of professional and flea market vendors 
Hourly door prize drawings (you must be present to win) 


386DX COMPUTER SYSTEM BARGAINS 


2 MB RAM 


GREAT 


80 MB HARD DRIVE 

ULTRA VGA COLOR MONITOR 1 5.25" FLOPPY DRIVE ee 

MOUSE 1 3.5" FLOPP7 DRIVE a 
ENHANCED KEYBOARD MS-DOS : REA 


EVENT PASS Good for Both Days 


$5.00 IN ADVANCE $6.00 AT THE DOOR 
$5.00 Advance Tickets available at: 
SANDBOX MICROSYSTMS, Fairborn Ohio 
SOFTWARE, ETC. , Dayton Mall 
ABBY'S SOFTWARE, Fairborn, Ohio 
MENDELSON'S, Dayton, Ohio 
VANDALIA COMPUTER, Vandalia, Ohio 
All activities take place INSIDE! Acres of Free Parking Children under 12 FREE with adult 


Call 313/263-FEST for more information 


Dayton Microcomputer 
Association 


The Dayton Microcomputer Association (DMA) is a non- 
profit organization dedicated to the education of and provid- 
ing information to microcomputer users and to the general 
public. DMA members use and owna wide variety of comput- 
ers and possess various levels of computer experience. Meet- 
ings are held on the last Tuesday of every month (except 
December) normally at the Dayton Museum of Natural His- 
tory, 2629 Ridge Ave., (near Triangle Park) from 7:00-9:00 
P.M. For the next few months meetings will be held at ITT 
Technical Institute, 3325 Stop Eight Road at the above time. 
Annual dues are $12 for regular members which includes a 
subscription to the Data Bus newsletter, $6 for associate 
members living at the same address. Associate memberships 
must run concurrently with a regular membership 

Due to a change in procedure, the Board of Trustees 
minutes and the General Meeting minutes will be printed in 
the newsletter after they are submitted to and approved by the 
Board of Trustees and the General Membership. These min- 
utes are approved before publication. 


Special Interest Groups 
DAYTUG - The Dayton TRS-80 Users Group for Models 
1,3,4. For more information call Terry Morrow at 372-6146. 


FIG - Forth Interest Group meets at CFC, 11 West Monument 
Ave., Suite 612, Dayton, Ohio 45402 on the second Tuesday 
of every month. Call 461-9201, from the ground floor, for 
entrance after 7:00 P.M. For more information contact Chair- 
man, Gary M. Ganger at 849-1483. 


OS-GROUP - The Operating Systems Users Group meets at 
Beavercreek Marion’s Piazza, 1320 N. Fairfield Rd., Dayton, 
Ohio 45432 on the first Thursday of the month at 7:30 P.M. 
The areas of interest are CP/M, MS-DOS, and UNIX. For more 
information contact Chairman, Dave Schwab at 299-5932. 


TIMEX/SINCLAIR USERS GROUP - meets at Gary Ganger's 
house, 812 Hedwick St., New Carlisle, 45344 on the third 
Tuesday of the month from 7:00-9:00 P.M. For more informa- 
tion contact Chairman, Gary M. Ganger at 849-1483. 


UNIX - meets in Room312 at Kettering Labs at the University 
of Dayton on the first Thursday of the month at 7 pm. For more 
information call Tony Snyder at 275-7913. 


Didn’t find your special interest? Come to a general meeting 
and explore your needs with the rest of the membership. With 
enough interest, a new Special Interest Group may be created. 


Other Dayton Area User Groups 


This information is provided as a service to anyone looking for 
a group supporting a particular computer, operating system, 
etc. Not all of the user groups listed are directly associated 
with DMA. 


If you know of a users group which would like to have their 
meeting schedule listed here send details or a current newslet- 
ter to Editor, DMA Data Bus, Dayton Museum of Natural 
History, 2629 Ridge Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5499. 


The following groups are not affiliated with DMA: 


Apple-Dayton - Meets the second Monday of the month at 7 
pm at Dayton Christian Middle School. For more information 
call Lloyd Greene at 275-2937. 


Cin-Day Users Group - Supporting the Texas Instruments 99/ 
4A Home Computer and compatibles. Meetings are on the 
middle Saturday of the month at noon at Lazarus Downtown 
Coin Room (Sth floor). 


DACUG - Dayton Area Commodore Users Group meets the 
second Saturday of each month from 3 to 7 p.m. at DESC/ 
Defense Electronic Supply Center on Wilmington Pike in 
Kettering. For more information contact Mona Spurgeon at 
298-6743. 


DAYHUG - Dayton Heath/Zenith Users’ Group meets the 
third Thursday of each month at 4:30 pm at AFIT, Room 121, 
Bldg. 640, Area B, WPAFB. For more information call Steve 
Hudak at 426-7142. 


DMUG - Dayton MS-Dos Users Group for IBM PCs and 
compatibles meets the third Wednesday of the each month 
except December at Miriam Hall in O’ Leary Auditorium, Uni- 
versity of Dayton, at 7:30 pm. For more information call Bill 
Richard at 879-7656 or log on to the DMUG BBS by calling 
259-0806. 


Amiga-Dayton - Meets the third Thursday of the month at the 
Miami Valley Cable Council Building, 1195 East Alex-Bell 
Road at 6:30 pm. For more information call Karl Sparklin at 
253-6849. 


UNIX SIG 
by Tony Snyder 


The June 6th meeting was pretty much a free discussion 
covering a wide range of topics. Of special concern was the 
possibility of our getting tied into a USNET node. Gaining 
such access would really give a boost to the usefulness of our 
DMA Bulletin Board. Ken Phelps believes he has a potential 
contact with someone at the University of Dayton computing 
center. Hopefully I’ll have more to report it that front next 
month. 


The remainder of the meeting was devoted to general talk 
about Unix and the changing hardware scene. As is usual in 
most conversations about hardware, nowadays, the falling 
prices of silicon and other hardware popped up. 


Fora number of reasons I must be brief this month. Don’t 
forget we meet on the UD campus, Kettering Lab building, 
Room 312. We normally meet at 7:00 p.m., on the first 
Thursday of the month. However, due to the July 4th holiday, 
that doesn’t seem feasible for next month. Plans for an 
alternate date have not as yet been made. Please give mea call 
at 275-7913 for the July meeting information. I’ll try to get 
that information on the DMA bulletin board, 293-1754. Just 
get into the Unix area of the message section. Also feel free 
to use that area to leave me any questions or comments. 


IDE continued from page 1 


cylinders than allowed by DOS, and more sectors allowed by 
these AT BIOS’s. What to do? 


What type do I choose? 

Choose a drive that is equal to or less than, BUT NEVER 
MORE THAN the size of the hard drive in megabytes. Be safe, 
don’t go over the size by even one byte! 

The hard drive (and it’s perfectly matched controller) will do 
a mathematical conversion from the type you entered in the 
BIOS to the actual (physical) values that it needs. 


The manufacturer gave me specifications that don’t match 
your book! Who’s right? 

Well believe it or not, we’re both right. The Hard Disk 

Technical Guide contains (where possible) PHYSICAL speci- 
fications (the actual number of heads, cylinders,and sectors). 
What was given to you by the manufacturer are the LOGICAL 
(translation) specifications (so that the hard drive will get 
along with your picky BIO). 
Also note that the manufacturer may supply you with a set of 
LOGICAL (translation) specifications but by no means are 
you limited to those! Just remember the rule: ‘‘Choose a drive 
type that is equal to or less than, BUT NEVER MORE THAN 
the size of the hard drive in megabytes’’. 


Forth Interest Group 
by Tony Snyder 


Our June 11th meeting proceedings focused primarily on 
the workings of the return stack in the execution of certain 
Forth words. The discussion stemmed from an earlier debate 
about whether the entrances and exits of nested loops must be 
balanced. More about that later. From the discussion it was 
learned that the stack operations involved in the execution of 
certain Forth words do not deal merely the top of the stack. 
Sometimes lower layers will be manipulated. This runs counter 
to what shows up in most Forth manuals. The lesson learned 
was that despite spending time pouring through ‘the manuals’ 
the only was to really know exactly what is going on during 
execution is to pay attention to the code itself. 


Getting back to the nested loop debate, I guess it could be 
said that we all learned that they must always have an equal 
number of entrances and exits. Itseems doubtful that any texts 
could be cited as advocating or even mentioning doing other- 
wise. Well, it seems that, at least, some Forth sources have, at 
times, found it acceptable and advantageous to use this 
unbalanced condition to achieve desired ends. As a matter of 
fact in Leo Brodie’s Starting Forth, 2nd edition, such 
machinations are mentioned, on pages 208 and 209. Let me 
take one quote from that text and then move onto other issues. 
“Using `R> Drop’ in applications is dangerous stuff; it 
violates the principles of structured programming. Neverthe- 
less it can sometimes simplify problems. We won’t discuss 
the pros and cons here, just beware. 


We also talked a bit about Zen Forth of which we are 
presently using version 1.14. Some comments were made 
about a review of Zen Forth v1.6 that appeared in Doctor 
Dobb’s Journal, January 1990, p.38. Some of our discussion 
concerned the significant differences that exist between these 
two versions. 


Before we finally adjourned we talked a bit about Fractals 
and an interesting sort routine that appeared inthe April 1991 
issue of Byte. Of course we’ve been interested in fractals for 
quite some time now, in part because of their potential uses in 
data compression especially video data. 


Timex/Sinclair Users Group 
by Gary Ganger 


COMPUTERFEST® UPDATE 


We have had more requests now for tables at COMPUTER- 
FEST® from Timex/Sinclair clubs and venders since last 
month. We will be able to have a block of tables if everyone 
can have their request and money to Gary by July first. After 
that date all the tables will be given to the first to send their 
request. Mark can only hold the flea market spaces as long as 
there is confirmation so please hurry! Gary has word from 
West Virginia, CATUG, CATS, and Ottawa, Canada since 
last month. There isn’t much time left. Ifeveryone will try and 
get the word out we will still have a good turn out. Send your 
request to Gary to be sure that the Timex/Sinclair users will be 
together. Mark is unable to know who belongs to what group 
so he has given that task to each chairman. Remember it is 
August 24 and 25 1991, with tickets at $5 per person or $6 at 
the door. It opens at 10 AM each day. See the ad in this Data 
Bus for more information. 


JULY MEETING 


Don’t forget to bring your ideas to the meeting for projects 
this year. We will looking at the projects we can show at 
COMPUTERFEST again this year and lining up the require- 
ments for help needed to man the DMA booth and Computer 
Museum. With enough help we will be able to leave the 
booths, see the rest of the show, meet the other groups and join 
ina national meeting during the show to see where the clubs 
are going. 


MAGAZINE INFO 


Gary received the first issue of Q/L World during June. The 
publisher is raising the cover price of the magazine and is 
giving a last chance to renew before the prices go up again. 
The magazine is smaller than in the past and some of the series 
that Gary liked are gone. There is still a lot of information 


about where the machine is going in Europe. 


BAD NEWS DEPT 


Gary heard from Peter Hale and he will be unable to attend 
COMPUTERFEST® this year. We will miss the chance to talk 
to him about the QL at the show. He did send some door prizes 
to give out to attendee’s. 


MEETINGS 


All meetings are now held on the third Tuesday at the 
chairman’s home, 812 Hedwick Street, New Carlisle, Ohio 
45344-2619, or you can call Gary M. Ganger at 513-849-1483 
for more information. 


DMA Board Meeting 
April 10, 1991 


Present were: Bob Kwater, Gary Turner, Diane Pencil, Dave 
Wilson, and Carol Emerich. 


Old Business 


Gary Turner still has not contacted the University of Dayton 
about meeting space for D.M.A. There was discussion as to 
the benefits of moving the club from the Museum but nothing 
can be done without information from U.D. directly. 


Diane pencil purchased and delivered the Hewlett-Packard 
HPIIP laser printer to Kay. The printer included a 2 megabyte 
memory upgrade and a Postscript cartridge. The receipts were 
given to Dave Wilson. The printer was purchased from P.C’s 
Plus in Kettering and was under budget. 


Dave Wilson discussed the database situation for the club 
membership. This was a follow up to the written report he 
presented at the March meeting. 


Computerfest® ’91 is coming along without many problems. 
We are still waiting for a flyer and a tee shirt design from 
Carol’s committee. Booth sales are slow but it is early. The 
professional space is far ahead of schedule and flea market 
spaces are lagging behind. 


New Business 


Gary Turner moved that D.M.A. allow a free membership to 
any college student requesting it. The motion was seconded. 
After a considerable amount of discussion the motion was 
carried unanimously. 


With no further new business the meeting was adjourned at 
9:30 


Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Pencil 


Secretary 


These minutes were approved at the June 10th board meeting. 


DMA General Meeting 
April 30, 1991 


The meeting began at 7:15 pm. Gary Turner was the acting 
President in the absence of Bob Kwater. 


BBS 

Dave Schwab reported that the switch over to Remote access 
is complete and things have gone well. There is an area to 
validate yourself. You can get limited access to the BBS as 
an unvalidated user. Full access to the system usually does 
not very long. 


UNIX 

The Unix group is continuing to meet in the Kettering labs on 
the University of Dayton campus. The forum is very flexible 
so if you are interested in finding out about UNIX, please 
attend. There is space for everyone. The meetings are held 
the first Thursday of the month. 


COMPUTERFEST ®‘91 

The next general Computerfest® meeting will be held the day 
after the next general meeting, May 29, 1991, at Noble 
Romans on Dayton- Yellow Springs Road. This is also known 
as 5-points. We will be doing the big mailing to last years 
attenders so bring a friend. 


TIMEX-SINCLAIR 

Gary Ganger reported that the Timex-Sinclair group is 
planning on having its national convention at Computerfest®. 
Several people have approached Gary about getting tables. 
They will require a speakers room for their meeting. 


Ralph Beech gave us all an exercise in higher mathematics 
in the evenings presentation on neural networking. Ralph’s 
math, while way over most of our heads, was never the less 
interesting. His work is directly related to fractal geometry 
and making computers ‘‘think’’ like humans. 


Several door prizes were given away since there were no 
prizes given away the month before. 


With nothing further the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Diane Pencil 


Secretary 


Due to a mix up these minutes were not approved at the last 
general meeting. 


DMA General Meeting 
May 28, 1991 


The meeting began at 7:05 pm. Bob Kwater presided. 


BBS 

Dave Schwab reported that he has now logged in one 
thousand calls under the new BBS software Remote Access. 
Of the 230 users logged in only 30 of them are DMA 
members. The members of the BBS committee are Dave, 
Terry, and Phil. 


UNIX 

Six to eight members a meeting are attending the Unix 
meeting. The meeting is held the first Thursday of the 
month in Kettering labs at the University of Dayton. Since 
the students are gone there will be no scheduling conflict 
with getting access to equipment. 


COMPUTERFEST ®‘91 
Flyers were printed by the first because the design was not 
ready in time. Mailing labels that were to have been sorted 
and re-indexed to eliminate dupes was not done but will be 
finished in the next week. 


The Bureau of Electronic Publishing will be to a meeting in 
the future. They publish a very large catalog of CD--Rom 
disks. 


The next board meeting will be held June 12, 1991 at the 
Cassano’s Corporate Headquarters in Kettering. 


Gary Turner presented the meeting on the difference in 
Processors and gave a history of the AMD-Intel court case 
which was recently decided in AMD’s favor. 


Door prizes were givenaway to Dave Lundy, Karl Sparklin, 
Dave Wilson, Hank Pesa, Derek Chiamp, and Bob Kwater. 


With nothing further, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Pencil 
Secretary 


Due to a change in procedures these minutes have not been 
approved. If no additions, deletions, or corrections are made 
these will be the official minutes. Any additions, deletions, 
or corrections made to these minutes will be printed as such 
in a later newsletter. 


DMA Board Meeting 
June 12, 1991 


Present were Bob Kwater, Gary Turner, Diane Pencil, 
Donna Schrader, and Carol Emerich and several visitors. 


Old Business 


Gary Still has not contacted the University of Dayton about 
meeting space. Bob said he would take things into his own 
hands inan effort to speed things up since we are running out 
of time. 

Computerfest flyers were printed and passed around. Diane 
said that they would be printed again with no cost to the club 
as they were not correct. 


New Business 


Diane Pencil Proposed that the club get a medium sized Post 
Office box at the downtown post office. Her feeling was that 
if the club is going to move and we are uncertain of it’s 
location we really should start having our mail forwarded 
away from the Museum. The proposal was seconded by 
Gary Turner. After a brief discussion the motion was carried 
unanimously. 


Bob Kwater brought up the idea of having a club picnic and 
it was decided that this would be brought up and decided by 
the membership rather than the board. This will be discussed 
at the next general meeting. 


Diane Pencil said that she had been approached by several 
DMA members about the lack of timeliness of the printing 
of minutes. After some discussion as to correct procedures, 
it was moved and seconded that the minutes be printed in the 
newsletter immediately following the meeting. The motion 
was passed with Diane abstaining. Minutes will now be 
printed unapproved and will become official after approval. 
Correction, additions, and deletions will be printed in later 
newsletters. 


With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 
9:20pm. 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Diane Pencil 
Secretary 


Computerfest ‘91 
by Diane Pencil 


The last Computerfest® meeting was held May 29 at the 
Noble-Romans in Fairborn. Several clubs sat in on the 
meeting. It was supposed to have been a mass mailing but 
because the flyer art was not ready the flyers could not be 
printed in time for the meeting. 


Mark Hanslip reported that we are ahead of schedule on 
sale of professional booths but we are still lagging behind on 
the sales of flea market spaces. Carol said that the tee shirt 
design was about half ready. 


A facilities chairman has been found! Steve Swope comes 
to us from the BBSing community and has stepped forward 
to volunteer as the facilities coordinator. Bob will be contact- 
ing him with all the information that Steve needs. I know he 
will do a fine job for us. 


There was a long discussion as to whether or not we would 
supply all volunteers with staff tee shirts or only committee 
members. I will be in contact with Kay and she will help 
make the final decision. 


Don Rumford from AFIT users group discussed his plans 
forthe BBS forum. DAYHUG had 2 representatives and they 
discussed their apparent state of confusion after Keith Greer 
left the plans for Fest in their hands. Keith has left the area. 
The next meeting will be June 17th are the same location. 
Flyers will be delivered by then and we need all available 
bodies to be there for this meeting. 


Thanks to everyone for making things go so smoothly so 
far. We have had our moments but for the most part we are 
considerably calmer than we were last year at this time. 
Until next month. 


MAY 1991 DOOR PRIZES 


: Computer paper (1000 sheets) - Dave Lundy 

: Box of 3.5" disks(10) - Karl Sparklin 

: Box of 5.25" disks(10) - David Wilson 

: Copy arm - Hank Pesa 

: “info mouse’’ for IBM compatible - Derek Chiang 
: Strip surge suppressor - Bob Kwater 

: Adventure Creator (Commodore software) - Gary 
Turner ** 


** donated back to DMA by Gary Turner 
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Prodigy Scam ?!? 
(from BBS) 


The next two messages relate to the possibility that the 
Prodigy service (a services like CompuServe) is ripping off 
confidential data from its users’? computers. 


The first message following this one is for background. The 
second is my personal discoveries. 


MORE OF A PRODIGY THAN WE THINK? 
By Linda Houser Rohbough 


The Los Angeles County D.A.’s Office made known that it 
is considering additional charges against Prodigy, a com- 
puter information service operated by Sears Roebuck & Co. 
and IBM. The D.A.’s office said its investigation into 
Prodigy to include possible criminal and civil violations 
involving alleged unfair business practices and unauthor- 
ized access to computers and computer data. They said a file 
called STAGE.DAT created by Prodigy software to facili- 
tate processing is the file in question and the reason for the 
expanded investigation. 


The L. A. County District Attorney is formally investigating 
PRODIGY for deceptive trade practices. Computer users 
nationwide, are free to announce the fact of the investiga- 
tion. Anyone can file a complaint. From anywhere. 


The address is: 
District Attorney’s Office 
Department of Consumer Protection 
Attn: RICH GOLDSTEIN, Investigator 
Hall of Records 
Room 540 
320 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 


Please, Goldstein doesn’t want phone calls, he wants simple 
written statements and copies (no originals) of any relevant 
documents attached. He will call the individuals as needed, 
he doesn’t want his phone ringing off the hook, but you may 
call him if it urgent at 1-213-974-3981. PLEASE READ 
THIS SECTION CAREFULLY. YOU NEED NOT BE IN 
CALIFORNIA TO FILE !! THE COUNTY IS REPRE- 
SENTING THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. This ISN’T 
limited to L. A. County and complaints are welcome from 
ANYWHERE in the Country or the world. The idea is 
investigation of specific Code Sections and if a Nationwide 
Pattern is shown, all the better. 


The stigma that haunts child prodigies is that they are 
difficult to get along with, mischievous and occasionally, 
just flat dangerous, using innocence to trick us. I wonder if 
that label fits Prodigy, Sears and IBM’s telecommunications 


network? 


Those of you who read my Decemberarticle know that I was 
tipped off at COMDEX to look at a Prodigy file, created 
when Prodigy is loaded STAGE.DAT I was told I would 
find in the file personal information from my hard disk 
unrelated to Prodigy. As you know, I did find copies of the 
source code to our product FastTrack, in STAGE.DAT. The 
fact that there were there at all gave me the same feeling of 
violation as the same time my home was broken into by 
burglars. 


I invite you to look at your own STAGE.DAT file, if you’ re 
a Prodigy user, and see if you found anything suspect. Since 
then I have had numerous calls with reports of similar finds, 
everything from private patient medical information to 
classified government information. 


The danger is Prodigy is loading STAGE.DAT and taking 
look at your private business. Why? My guess is marketing 
research, which is expensive through legitimate channels, 
and unwelcomed by youand I. The question now is: Is it on 
purpose, ora mistake? One caller theorizes that it is a bug. 
He looked at STAGE.DAT with a piece of software he 
wrote to look at the physical location of data on the hard 
disk, and found that his STAGE.DAT file allocated 950,272 
bytes of disk space for storage. 


Prodigy stored the information about the sections viewed 
frequently and the data needed to draw the screens in 
STAGE.DAT. Service would be faster with the information 
stored on the PC rather than the same information being 
downloaded from Prodigy each time. 


That’s a viable theory because ASCII evidence of those 
screens shots can be found in STAGE.DAT, along with 
AUTOEXEC.BAT and path information. I am led to 
believe that the path and system configuration (in RAM) are 
diddled with and restored to previous settings upon exit. So 
the theory goes, in allocating that disk space, Prodigy 
accidently includes data left after an erasure. (As you know, 
DOS does not wipe clean the space that deleted files took on 
the hard disk, but merely marked the spaces as vacant in the 
File Allocation Table.) 


There are a couple of problems with this theory. One is that 
it assumes the space was all allocated at once, meaning all 
950,272 bytes were absorbed at one time. That simply is not 
true. My STAGE.DAT was 250,000+ bytes after the first 
time I used Prodigy. The second assumption is that Prodigy 
didn’t want the personal information; it was getting ac- 
cidently in uploading and downloading to and from 
STAGE.DAT. The E-mail controversy with Prodigy throws 
doubt upon that. The E-mail controversy started because 
people were finding mail they sent with comments about 
Prodigy or the E-mail, especially negative ones, never 
arrive. Now Prodigy is saying they don’t actually read the 
mail, they just have the computer scan for key terms, and 


I received a call from another user group who read our 
newsletter and is very involved in telecommunications. He 
installed and ran Prodigy ona freshly formatted 3.5 inch 1.44 
meg disk. Sure enough, upon checking STAGE.DAT he 
discovered personal data from his hard disk that could not 
have been left there after an erasure. He had a very difficult 
time trying to get someone at Prodigy to talk about this. 


There’s a file called ‘fraudigy.zip’ that I suggest all who use 
the prodigy service take very seriously. The file describes 
how the Prodigy service seems to scan your hard drive for 
personal information, dumps it into a file called ‘“STAGE.DAT’ 
and while your waiting and waiting for that next menu to 
come up, they’re uploading your stuff and looking at it. 


Today while in Babbage’s, I was talking to a friend when a 
gentleman walked in, heard our discussion, and piped in that 
he was a columnist on Prodigy. He said that the info found 
in ‘fraudigy.zip’ was indeed true and that if you read youron- 
line agreement closely, it says that you sign off all rights to 
your computer and its contents to Prodigy. IBM & Sears 
when you agree to the service. 


I tried the tests suggested in ‘fraudigy.zip’ with a virgin 
‘Prodigy’ Kit. I did two installations, one to my often used 
hard drive partition, and one onto a 1.2Mb floppy. On the 
floppy version, upon installation (without logging on), I 
found that the file ‘STAGE.DAT’ contained a listing of 
every .BAT and setup file contained in my ‘c:’ drive boot 
directory. Using the hard drive directory of Prodigy that was 
set up, I proceeded to log on. I logged on, consented to the 
agreement and logged off. Remember, this was a virgin 
setup kit. 


After logging off I looked at ‘STAGE.DAT’ file and he 
found none other than the CONFIDENTIAL CLIENT INFO 
in it. Needless to say he is no longer a Prodigy user. 


(What follows are some personal observations made by Tim 
Pearson) 


If anyone reading this subscribes to the ‘‘Prodigy”’ service, 
I encourage you to look inside the file called ‘“STAGE.DAT’’ 
in your \Prodigy sub-directory. I was alerted to this by one 
of my users. You should be amazed at what you’ll find. I 
was. To explain: 


Prodigy is a service like CompuServe and is owned by Sears. 
To access Prodigy, you use their proprietary terminal soft- 
ware. One of the files the Prodigy software uses is called 
“‘STAGE.DAT’’. It is quite large and is supposed to be used 
to store prodigy menus, text, and other information so as to 
actually place part of the prodigy service on your computer’s 
hard drive. When you are just sitting there reading a prodigy 


menu, the software sends and receives data from and to the 
STAGE.DAT file as background process. If you have an 
external modem, watch the lights when you’re not doing 
anything. You’llsee that data is still being exchanged. 


Now to the incredible part... 


When I examined my ‘STAGE.DAT?’ with Norton, I found 
all kinds of information in there that the prodigy ‘‘terminal”’ 
software had gleaned from dozens, if not hundreds, of other 
files on my system’s hard drive. Examples include: 


- Text from private FidoNet netmail messages 
- A portion of the FidoNet nodelist 
- Eddie Seaholtz (NC 284) 
- AreaFix and Session passwords from my D’Bridge 
config file 
- Routing information from my D’ Bridge config file. 
- The name of almost every .BAT file on my computer 


The clear implication is that Prodigy is capturing and upload- 
ing information from its users’ computers. I have no proof 
that the Prodigy terminal software actually transmitted any 
of this information to the Prodigy host. However, if it were 
not to be transmitted then why in the heck did they include 
obviously sophisticated code in the program to glean this 
information from my hard drive and place it in their 
STAGE.DAT file? 


Needless to say, I’ll no longer be running the Prodigy.Exe 
terminal program. I would encourage any of you who use 
Prodigy to examine your ownSTAGE.DAT file. You may be 
horrified at what you find. You’ll need to be patient. My 
Stage.Dat file was over 900K and most of the interesting 
stuff was near the end of the file. I’d be interested to hear 
from anyone who makes similar discoveries. Perhaps, if we 
can show that they’ve violated FidoNet’s copyright, legal 
action might be indicated on our part. 


I would love to see that... we used Prodigy for a free month 
but that was it. Wish I could have checked had I known 
earlier... I was always curious why they FORCED you to use 
ONLY their software ... now we know. 


It is my sincere hope that a class action suit by any and all 
users, past and present, of Prodigy will net a few thousands 
for EACH of us due to invasion in a premeditated plan of 
datasnatching... no matter WHAT their contract says, it says 
NOTHING about them doing what they are doing. 
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Membership Application /Renewal Form 
Dayton Microcomputer Association 
Dayton Museum of Natural History Date: 
2629 Ridge Avenue Dues: Regular $12.00 Year 
Dayton, Ohio 45415-5499 Family Associate $ 6.00 Year 
Name 

Phone Home 

Addres Phone Work 


City 


Computer Brand / Model 
Printer Brand / Model 
Modem Brand / Model 
User Groups 


If this is a Family Associate membership, 
please give the name of regular member: 
This membership is a [ ]New [ ]Renewal 


D.M.A. Use Only No, ———__ . [T] [C] [M] 


If you have a 20 MB or larger hard drive and would like to move up to a larger, faster, quieter, cooler IDE 
hard drive, but you are afraid it would cost an arm and a leg... 


Call the Computer Recyclery! 
- Upgrade to a 40 MB Hard drive for $260, which includes a controller. 
If 89 megs suits you better, you can have one for $375, and we’ll throw in the controller. 
- For $510. you could be enjoying 125 MB of spaceand yes, you get a controller. 


- For all of you who just can’t get by on less than 200MB you can have a 210 MB drive kit for the 
wey low price of $825. 


As always, we will be happy to take your present hard drive in on trade and we’ll even install (and 
format it for you with your own DOS) for only $15. a $20 savings on normal installation. 


Mention this ad to get your $20 off installation. Bring in this ad for 5% off any additional pur- 
chases. 


D Call 236-8466 M-F 10am - 6pm 


Dayton Microcomputer Association, Inc. 
c/o Dayton Museum of Natural History 
2629 Ridge Avenue 

Dayton, Ohio 45414-5499 
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